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Since the untimely passing of Maddie Potts, a Chariho High School senior and 
star athlete, her family and the community have come together to form the 
Maddie Pot t s Foundat ion . The Foundation has made a great impact well 
beyond the Chariho community, with countless events and fitness challenges, 
for example, which focus on Maddie's life and love of sports. A main effort of 
the Foundation over the past few years has been to build a field house on the 
main Chariho campus, honoring Maddie's legacy. For those who might not have 
been aware, some critical developments with the Maddie Potts Memorial Field 
House have occurred over the past few months, which we wanted to share. The 
field house groundbreaking occurred on April 11th 2021 and site work began 
on October 11th. The 11 holds significance, as this was Maddie's team number 
and connects to her birthday on April 11th.  The Foundation's Tw it t er  account 
(@m pfoundat ion11) often includes the hashtags #forever11 and 
#maddiementality, which speak to her incredible impact during her life and 
since her passing. Follow the Foundation's website to learn more about 
Maddie, get the latest information on the Field House, find ways to participate 
in events, and to donate to the Field House. Click on the following l ink  to read a 
recent story about Maddie and to watch a short film that highlights her story.

We are always accepting story ideas for the newsletter. If you are interested in 
connecting or sharing in some way, please contact Katie Kirakosian at 
401-552-7277 or kat ie.k irakosian@char iho.k12.r i.us.

kat ie.k irakosian@char iho.k12.r i.us 

#forever11

UPDATE: We recently highlighted alumni Dan Riordan and Dana Saint--the 
founders of Gnarly Bay. Their most recent LL Bean commercial, partly filmed 
on Chariho's main campus, is hot off the press and can be viewed here. 
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Do you have an inspir ing Char iho story to share or  know a Char iho alum with a 
great story to tel l? I f so, reach out to katie.kir akosian@char iho.k12.r i .us.

London's mother, Tammy, describes him best--"He is a 
blessing." At 19 years old, London has accomplished 
amazing things both within the District and beyond. He 
is a celebrated athlete--playing basketball, volleyball, 
golf, and bowling. He has competed in the Special 
Olympics for years where he plays several sports 
including  unified bowling with the Westerly Wildcats. 
London has also played Unified Volleyball through the 
Chariho District. In 2020, he was celebrated as the 
Special Olympics Rhode Island Unified Champion 
Schools Athlete of the Year. Sports are a family affair, 
as he loves to play golf with his father Rockie as well.

London's kindness and gentleness is so contagious that London's former Pass worker 
Roberta Curry has started hosting a Zoom dance party every Saturday. As London's 
mother explains, "all adults that used to and still work with him take time out of their 
Saturday to come to 'the London party'. He has a great fan following." As a 
well-rounded student and citizen, he also loves to spend time supporting his 
community. London works with Perspect ives Corporat ion , where he volunteers 
several days a week at Rhode Island Center Assisting those in Need (RICAN). Although 
COVID-19 impacted his ability to work in the community, he was able to work through 
it. As his favorite saying goes, "It 's OK. It 's just different." 

At school, London has taken many classes. Some of his favorites were 
Plant Science and Floral Design with Ms. Pepperd. She enjoyed working 
with him too, sharing that "London is an absolute delight to have as a 
student in the classroom, and to have as a member of the school 
community!  His positivity is infectious, and his smile will always light 
up a room.  There is not a single person that I know that does not 
immediately develop a smile once they hear London's name." Chariho 
Middle School Principal, Mr. Zenion, visited London's class everyday 
when he was a Middle School student. "London is a great student that 
will warm up to you if you take the time to get to know him," Mr. 
Zenion added.  Ms. Champney, a Chariho Speech Language Pathologist, has worked with 
London for several years. In their time together, she has found him to be a "hard 
working student that is eager to please everyone that he works with.   He enjoys playing 

games with his friends at school and often talks about watching football or basketball on the weekends 
with his dad.  He loves spending time with his family and friends and looks to greet 
everyone he knows by name in the halls of the high school whenever he sees them." Ms. 
Lightfritz perhaps knows him best, having been London's teacher since 5th grade. His 
ability to remember names has always impressed her, as he knows all of the teachers 
names and the cafeteria staff. London's dream job, in fact, is to work in the cafeteria at 
Charlestown Elementary School, where he was also a student. He adores the lunch staff 
and thinks they have a pretty awesome job!

London is also an avid follower of Jeopardy and Wheel of Fortune, which he watches 
everyday. He also always works to challenge himself and try new things. Several years 
ago he signed with the Westerly agency The Beaut y Wit hin --the first person with special 
needs to sign here. Although he did try this on for size,  he is always setting his sights on 
new adventures. Thank you, London, for being a phenomenal Chariho Charger and for 
always being a great example for others!!       
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT: 

LONDON BROMELL

Chariho's Unified Volleyball team
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WITH YOUR SUPPORT, WE CAN PAVE THE WAY 
FOR A YEAR FULL OF LEARNING ADVENTURES. 

CONTACT US TO FIND OUT MORE.

IN THESE UNCERTAIN TIMES, LET'S MAKE ONE THING CERTAIN--
OUR COMMITMENT TO ALL KIDS. ALL OF THE TIME. 
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Ways t o suppor t  t he Dist r ict  

dur ing t he '21-'22 School Year

- Make a financial donation to the District or a specific school
- Make a donation of supplies to a school or the District
- Sponsor a youth sports team or club
- Sponsor an event or assembly
- Support our PTO events
- Support our community partners in their  work
- Establish a student scholarship
- Give a gift from your retirement plan
- Make a charitable bequest to the District

Your  t im e and exper t ise are invaluable as well.

- Attend School Committee meetings
- Attend District and school-based events
- Share your time and expertise as a guest speaker
- Become a mentor through the CHILL Mentoring Program
- Host a job shadow or intern at your place of business
- Serve as an Independent Study mentor

Find out more on our "Support Chariho" page on the District's website.
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

 CHARIHO'S FIRST GRADUATES, THE CLASS OF 1961
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Thank you for reading the We Are Chariho newsletter.                                  
If you have ideas for a story to share in the newsletter, please contact                     

Katie Kirakosian at 401-552-7277 or katie.kirakosian@chariho.k12.ri.us. 

THE GENEROSITY OF THE CHARIHO COMMUNITY 
IS FELT THROUGHOUT THE DISTRICT

We would like to take a moment to acknowledge one of our own 
donations from the Richmond School garden. 

Over  t he sum m er  and fall, t he Richm ond Green t eam  donat ed 
249 lbs of  f ru it  and veget ables t o local food banks and 
Richm ond School. They far  exceeded t heir  goal by over  80 lbs. 
Way t o go, Richm ond st udent s and st af f !! You m ake us proud!!

If you would like to make a donation to support the Chariho Regional School District, or a 
particular school, or initiative; please contact Katie Kirakosian, the District 's Development 
Officer, at katie.kirakosian@chariho.k12.ri.us or 401-552-7277.

PLANNING AN ALUMNI REUNION OR EVENT? 
WE WOULD LOVE TO BE A PART OF IT

If your class is planning a reunion or other event in 
2022 or 2023, please let us know. In the past, we have 
supported reunions with custom cakes through our 
Culinary Arts Pathway, planning support through our 
Hospitality and Event Planning Pathway, and even 
offered school tours. Reach out to our Development 
Officer with your event details and your ideas for 
collaborative consideration. We would love to work 
together! Be sure to share your reunion pictures with 
us too! 

                                  ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

Recent ly Kat ie Kirakosian sat  down w it h Jack  (Jenk ins) 
Moody ('17) t o learn about  h is advent ures since 
graduat ion. From  college, t o ROTC, t o his research on 
nuclear  physics, and his work  in cyber  operat ions, he is a 

Char iho alum nus m ak ing hist ory. Click  here t o learn m ore about  h is 
journey and his foundat ional exper iences as a Char iho st udent .
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